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T H E  T H I N K E R82
This year, Africa Day, 25 May, marked the 54th birthday of Africa since the formation of the 
Organisation of African Unity in Addis 
Ababa in 1963. 
Africa has come a very long way. 
Since the freedom of Namibia and 
South Africa, in Africa only Western 
Sahara needs to be liberated from 
colonial rule and domination. 
With the liberation struggle and 
the changing global landscape Africa 
gradually became free, and she 
had allies which assisted her in this 
regard. The Soviet Union, Cuba, 
and the People’s Republic of China 
were important allies. The major 
Western powers, on the other hand, 
sponsored reactionary political 
bandits, perpetuated civil wars and 
exploited Africa’s natural resources. 
UNITA, a former liberation movement 
was turned into a reactionary force 
by the imperialists as well as the 
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apartheid regime to fight against 
another liberation movement, MPLA. 
It took the death of Jonas Savimbi, the 
UNITA leader, for stability to prevail in 
Angola. Alfonso Dhlakama’s RENAMO 
received support from Ian Smith and 
the apartheid regime. By the way it was 
their creation.
After liberation the challenges faced 
by the African states included lack 
of training in administration, natural 
catastrophes, corruption and a lack 
of freedom and democracy for the 
people. Presently most of the former 
liberation movements have lost their 
popularity among their own peoples. 
From the Southern part of Africa, 
Mozambique and Angola were the 
first countries to be free and therefore 
inspired other countries and the 1976 
students’ uprising in South Africa. 
One testimony is the naming by Steve 
Biko of one of his sons ‘Samora’, after 
Samora Machel, the first President of 
Mozambique. 
There was solidarity among Africans. 
They supported each other against the 
reactionary forces that were puppets 
of the Western countries. President 
Robert Mugabe in returning the 
favour to Machel once said “I will fight 
RENAMO till the last man”. He once 
demonstrated being a revolutionary 
and over the years he has stuck to his 
principles. He also presented himself 
as an Africanist and revolutionary. This 
is why he accommodated the PAC and 
the ANC in his country. 
The OAU was formed by the freed 
African states that had to sacrifice 
their freedom for those not yet free. 
The OAU owes its existence to the 
continental patriotism espoused by the 
likes of Emperor Haile Selassie, Kwame 
Nkrumah, and Julius Nyerere. 
Just like in the past, challenges 
confronting Africa are still both internal 
and external. Internal challenges 
include maladministration, corruption, 
nepotism, bribery, cronyism and 
despotism.
In the past maladministration could 
be attributed to the fact that African 
states were newly independent and 
therefore lacked experience. But 
today many African states have been 
independent for over 50 years and 
therefore there is no excuse. Corruption 
is pathetic and is an insult to the 
indigenous people of the continent. 
It projects itself as synonymous with 
Africa. The impact it has on governance 
in Africa is enormous. It also demonises 
the reputation of Africa.
Despotism is another monster that 
has been a demon in African politics 
because it entails militarism which is 
an antithesis of democracy. Externally 
factors include imperialism which 
manifests itself in various ways. The 
International finance institutions like 
the IMF and the World Bank are 
ripping off Africa with huge debts 
and loans with excessively high 
interest rates.
Is there a hope?
It depends on an informed and 
vibrant populace and on how strong 
it becomes when translated into 
civil society.  From the look of things 
South Africa is an  African state with 
an informed and active populace 
translating into an authentic vibrant 
civil society. Of course South Africa 
does have challenges too. Lack of 
existence or visibility of civil society 
forces is a great challenge to most 
African states. The worse is the lack 
of Chapter 9 institutions or institutions 
of that kind enshrined in the 
constitution of the country. The issue 
is not semantics or copycatting but the 
existence and effectiveness of such 
institutions which are the watchdogs of 
democracy. 
Most of the people who now lead 
the liberation struggles can no longer 
be trusted to uphold the principles 
and the values they fought for. When 
in power these are the very same 
people who will do anything to hold 
on to power to serve their bellies. Their 
ruthless actions have included creating 
child-soldiers and the raping and 
maiming of women. Liberators carry 
out atrocities against the very same 
people they liberated. 
Strong opposition is another 
medicine because it keeps those in 
power on their toes. South Africa 
makes a good example. If the 
leading liberators, visionaries, and 
revolutionaries like Selassie, Nkrumah, 
Nyerere, Kenyatta, Lumumba, Luthuli, 
Sobukwe, Biko, Tabata, Mandela, 
Tambo, Ngoyi, Fischer, Naude, 
Dadoo,Tongogara, Mondlane, Machel 
and Neto could rise from the dead, 
would they be happy? No.  
Be that as it is we must soldier on, 
carrying the banner of optimism for 
our beloved continent. It is up to the 
people of Africa in general and not 
the selfish minority juntas/cliques to 
make it work. Leaders are not gods. If 
their own citizens have had enough, 
they must step down or be made to 
step down. 
If they are made to step down 
it must be done in an orderly and 
democratic manner. Therefore we 
must not burn but build our continent 
for ourselves and the generations to 
come. Also we must not forget the 
sung and unsung heroes. Amongst 
them are children, and women. Some 
are disabled physically, mentally and 
otherwise. Others died in crossfire, in 
action, while others disappeared and 
remain missing until this day.  
There are lessons to draw from our 
experiences and not denial which will 
never help but hurt and haunt us. The 
fact that “power corrupts” is plain to see 
in many of our countries that constitute 
our continent. There are good leaders 
in Africa, in power and out, but they 
are either not given a chance or are 
sabotaged. Africa’s major enemy is 
herself. Even the outside enemy is 
given a space to operate by her.   
With the visionaries and the 
likes of former heads of states like 
Thabo Mbeki, General Olusegun 
Obasanjo, Joaquim Chissano and John 
Kufuor we can make it, and we 
shall make it! Therefore happy 54th 
birthday, Africa!     
A People United Can Never Be 
Defeated!    
Unity Is Strength! 
Long Live Africa, Long Live!
A Luta Continua! ■
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